
EXPOSURE TRIANGLE 
 

Remember:  They are inter-related.  Changing one aspect affects the others. 
 
Aperture:  Big number, small hole, large focus range      small number, big hole, limited focus range 
 
Shutter: big number, fast speed          small number, slow speed     (watch out for “seconds”) 
 
ISO*:  low number, low noise          high number, high noise            Avoid high noise if you can 
 

Balance all three for “perfect” exposure 
1.  Set the ISO.  Low for bright weather, high for dark situations. 
2.  Use Aperture Priority: you set the aperture, the camera sets the shutter speed 
3.  Use Shutter Priority: you set the shutter speed, the camera sets the aperture 
4.  Most cameras let you use Auto ISO 
5.  Use Manual: you set all three 
6.  Use Auto or Program and the camera does it all for you 
 
*International Standards Organisation 


